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Call for Participation: The Israel Research Forum on the Convention 

on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities 

The Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (CRPD, or Convention) 

was adopted by the United Nations General Assembly on December 13, 2006 and 

signed by the first 81 States on March 30, 2007. Five years later, 153 states signed the 

Convention, 90 signed on the Optional Protocol, 111 states ratified the Convention 

and 63 states ratified the Protocol. This convention, which is aimed to "promote, 

protect and ensure the full and equal enjoyment of all human rights and fundamental 

freedoms by all persons with disabilities, and to promote respect for their inherent 

dignity", is the first human rights treaty of the twenty-first century, as well as the first 

legally enforceable United Nations instrument specifically directed at the lives of the 

six hundred and fifty million individuals with disabilities worldwide. The Convention 

applies the principle of discrimination to every human right. Therefore, it does not 

seek to create new rights for persons with disability, but rather elaborates and clarifies 

existing human rights obligations within the disability context. In terms of structure, 

the CRPD has two layers. The first is protection of rights that prohibit denial of basic 

rights such as expression of speech, thought, religion and political participation. The 

second layer is the provision of adequate standards of living.  
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The most important challenge of the CRPD is whether it can be translated 

from declarative and abstract rights to domestic law, policy and concrete results. Due 

to the potential contribution of research that relates to the CRPD and its 

implementation, and in light of Israel's impending ratification of the CRPD, an Israel 

Research Forum on the convention is established at the University of Haifa, as will be 

elaborated in the next section.  

Israel Research Forum on the UN Convention on the Rights of Persons with 

Disabilities 

Israel Research Forum on the UN Convention on the Rights of Persons with 

Disabilities (IRF-CRPD) is an initiative of the Richard Crossman Chair of Social 

Welfare and Social Planning at the University of Haifa and is created to facilitate the 

dialogue on research related to the convention and its implementation in the Israeli 

and international context.  The research forum promotes rigorous, comparable and 

policy relevant research by:   

• Encouraged expanding research to include effective, evidenced based  

implementations of the CRPD  

• Collaboration among key stakeholders in and outside of Israel  

• Encouraging researchers to address questions relevant to policymakers 

practitioners, and advocates 

• Maintaining an online database of recently completed, in progress, and 

planned research concerning the convention in and outside of Israel. For 

database information and an opportunity for professional networking please 

visit our website at: www. http://hw.haifa.ac.il/crpd (under construction). 
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• Prepared and distributed newsletters and reports about database projects and 

other research efforts 

• Hosting and co-sponsoring national and international meetings and discussions 

between researchers and other stakeholders 

 

Hereby we call for Israeli and international researchers, from various professional 

backgrounds, to join our efforts to better understand, assess and promote the 

implementation of the UN convention on the rights of persons with disability 

domestically and internationally.  

 

For more information and queries please contact Prof. Arie Rimmerman: 

rimmer@research.haifa.ac.il or Amir Tal, PhDc: amir.t.tl@gmail.com 

 

 

 

 

 


